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Inspiration from Quranic stories in modern poetry:
a narrative study
Selected examples from Nazik al-Malaika, Badr Shaker al-Sayyab,
Amal Donqul
Faten Abdul Latif Ali Al Amer.
Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, King
Faisal University, Al-Ahsa
Email: fatenalamer@yahoo.com

Abstract:

Contemporary poets intended to borrow narrative techniques in their
contemporary poetic experiences, in order to escape from the confinement of
direct lyricism, and to give their poems a dramatic character characterized by
the vitality derived from the movement of the event in a specific time and
place, interacting with the characters in the narrative story. The Holy Qur’an
has been a primary source of these techniques, due to the richness of its
stories with symbolic and existential connotations that are suitable for
expressing contemporary life. The experience of Nazik Al-Malaika, Badr
Shaker Al-Sayyab, and Amal Dunqul is a model for employing these stories
and drawing inspiration from their implications in the experiences of
contemporary poets. In this inspiration, the stories of Cain and Abel emerged
as a model of the eternal struggle between good and evil and the embodiment
of the tragedy of life in the poetry of Nazik al-Malaika, while in the
experience of Badr Shaker al-Sayyab, the story of the birth of Jesus Christ
and his mother, Mary, emerged as a model of the first purity that is linked to
the memories of man in his childhood, while The story of the flood
represented an example of major disasters that reveal people's positions in
contemporary society, in light of varying political, social, and economic
conditions.

The study was keen to trace the narrative techniques in these models,
analyze their aesthetic impact, and deduce their artistic connotations, through
the descriptive approach, relying on the narrative methodology itself in
tracing the techniques that influenced the poems of these poets, and through
intertextuality, which formed the cognitive background for the transfer of
these stories to modern poetry.

Keywords: Narration, Intertextuality, Quranic stories, Modern poetry.
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